
In your 
notebooks, jot 
down what you 
know about the 

European Union.



The European Union (EU) is a political and economic union of 
28 member states that are located primarily in Europe.The EU 
has developed an internal single market through a 
standardized system of laws that apply in all member states. 
EU policies aim to ensure the free movement of people, 
goods, services, and capital within the internal market, 
enact legislation in justice and home affairs, and maintain 
common policies on trade, agriculture, fisheries, and 
regional development. A monetary union was established in 
1999 and came into full force in 2002, and is composed of 19 
EU member states which use the euro currency.

THE EUROPEAN UNION

https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2016/02/17/what-is-the-eu-brexit-europe-orig.cnn


The European Union provides more foreign aid than any other 
economic union. Covering 7.3% of the world population, the 
EU in 2016 generated a nominal gross domestic product (GDP) 
of 16.477 trillion US dollars, constituting approximately 
22.2% of global nominal GDP. Additionally, 27 out of 28 EU 
countries have a very high Human Development Index, 
according to the United Nations Development Programme. In 
2012, the EU was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. Through the 
Common Foreign and Security Policy, the EU has developed a 
role in external relations and defence. The union maintains 
permanent diplomatic missions throughout the world and 
represents itself at the United Nations, the World Trade 
Organization, the G7, and the G20 Summits. Because of its 
global influence, the European Union has been described as 
an emerging superpower.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KHpbu9mqFJs


Read the article 
about Brexit and 
prepare to discuss 
it with your table 

group.



In your table groups, respond to the following:
1. If the United Kingdom leaves the EU, what are possible 

effects on Europe as a whole? 
2. Do you think the U.S. is experiencing any of the same 

feelings as the United Kingdom? Why or why not?
3. What is the importance of national borders? The EU 

President called borders the “worst invention ever”. Do 
you agree or Disagree?



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iha3OS8ShYs


1,000 YEARS OF CHANGING EUROPEAN BORDERS
In your notebooks, respond to the following:

1. What area changed the most? 
2. What area generally stayed the same? 

3. What are the implications or effects of changing borders? 
Think about the SPICE elements.



Fill in the map of europe by 
Completing Task 1 and Task 2 
on the handout. Whatever you 
do not finish is homework.



OVERALL
1. Research your region. How has the map changed? What 

influenced those changes?
2. Collect information about 4-6 different events, people, 

places, etc and make each one a different “stop”.
3. Find a place on the map to signify each stop.
4. Collect information, pictures and/or videos for each stop. 

Place this on a shared Google Doc for you and your partner.
5. Once you have collected all needed information, start 

creating your Google Tour. See the slideshow for step by 
step help.

6. Remember the last “stop” needs to be a summary of the 
impact of the SPICE elements in the region. The location of 
this stop can be anywhere in your region.



QUestions to Ask While Researching
1. What significant events, people or places impacted the 

geography of the region?
2. How has the region changed?
3. How has the region stayed the same?
4. What location on the map could represent the war, treaty, 

person, battle failure or success of the government etc.?
5. How have these significant events, people, places, etc. 

impacted the SPICE elements of the region?
6. How do changes in a map, or changes in political borders, 

impact the people, culture, government and/or economics 
of the region?



Google Tour Builder

World History - Europe



Getting Started



With your partner: 
● Set up a shared Google Folder or Google Doc for this 

assignment. Only one person may work on the tour, so the 
other person will act as a support.

● One person should work on the Google Tour, and the other 
person should collect resources. 

● Add images, links to videos, and blurbs about your 
locations to this shared folder or doc so that you can 
both pull from it. 



First, Follow this 
link

https://tourbuilder.withgoog
le.com/

(Or, you can just Google 
“Google Tour Builder”)

https://tourbuilder.withgoogle.com/
https://tourbuilder.withgoogle.com/


Next Step
Click the Red “Create a Tour” 
Button
This will bring up a “Let’s Get 
Started” window that will ask you 
to make some decisions. 

Name Your Tour
Use the name of your assigned 
region (Eastern Europe, 
Scandinavia, etc.)

Include Your Group Members’ 
Names
Include first names for all group 
members.



What Next?
1. Select a photo that 

will serve as a cover 
picture for your tour. 

2. Add a couple sentences 
with a summary of your 
tour. Where does your 
tour take you?

3. Your story type should 
be set to “Story 3D”

4. Choose a Path Color - 
try to select something 
that will be easily 
visible.

Add a cover photo here. Try to 
choose something important to 
stand for your topic. 

Add a couple sentences worth of 
summary here. Think about what would 
help others learn about your topic. 

Choose a Path Color 
that is easy to follow.



Here is what your Tour should look like once your introduction is 
finished. (You can come back to all of this if you need to.)



Now...Start Adding 
stops on your tour!
1. Click the blue “+ Add 

Location” Button on the 
far left side of the 
screen and start typing 
in your destination. 
a. Once you find your 

destination, click 
the “Add to Tour 
Button”

2. Start filling in 
information about your 
tour stops. 

3. If you make a mistake 
and decide not to 
include that stop, 
click the trash can at 
the top of dashboard. 

This button will 
add your new 
location. If you get 
stuck trying to add 
a location, open a 
new window and 
do a Google 
Search to see 
what locations 
come up related to 
your site.

Try it out: Click 
the little yellow 
person to try out 
the street view of 
your location. 
Sometimes, you 
can access tours 
and other 
features this 
way. 



Adding Pictures 
1. You can add up to 25 

pictures and videos to 
your tour.

2. To add pictures, click the 
“Add Photos and Videos” 
box
a. If you already have 

images or videos, 
there will be a + in 
the bottom left 
corner of the box 
for you to click 
instead

3. Upload your images
4. Add captions to help 

explain your additions
a. Add captions using 

the pencil icon on 
the bottom right 
corner of the box 
after you have added 
images/videos 

Most of 
your 
images 
should 
probably 
be 
accessed 
here. 

Start adding 
pictures (or 
videos) here. 



Adding YouTube videos
1. Follow the same basic 

steps to add pictures, 
but then choose the 
“More” tab in the 
upload window. 

2. Choose YouTube by URL 
and copy/paste the URL 
into the box

The easiest way to 
add YouTube videos 
is by URL.

Enter the URL 
here, and click 
the “Select” 
button to add.



Adding links to your 
text
1. If you want to add a 

link to the text of 
your Location 
Description (say to a 
museum website or 
Wikipedia site), this 
is easy. 

2. Highlight the text, and 
click the “Link” button 
at the top of the text 
window. 

3. An “Edit Link” window 
should pop up, where 
you can arrange the 
details of the link. 

After the text is 
highlighted, click the link 
button

START HERE: Highlight 
the text you want to serve 
as your link. 

Copy and Paste your 
desired URL here. 



Coming back to your tour or viewing it

Click here to start.

If you are returning to 
your tour (or accidentally 
closed out of it, etc) 
choose the “edit” button 
to go back into the 
editing functions. 

Don’t choose to play in 
full screen. Instead, 
view in Google Earth - 
trust me, it looks A LOT 
better! 



● General Tips
○ Watch the “Save” Function. If it gives you the option to save, 

do it. The auto-save does not always work. 
○ You cannot change the order of your pictures, videos, and 

maps once they are added, so if you have a particular order 
you want these things to appear in, keep that in mind.

○ You must take your Tour off of private to open the tour in 
Earth (trust me, you want to open the tour in earth, it looks 
much better!)

Sample Tour - Click Here

https://tourbuilder.withgoogle.com/tour/ahJzfmd3ZWItdG91cmJ1aWxkZXJyEQsSBFRvdXIYgICgstj88woM

