Name: ________________

Video Guide: Guns, Germs and Steel Episode 2
Before you view the film read over the questions. Answer the questions as the film progresses. 
1) Why did crops spread easily in Europe and Asia? Why did this spread not happen in the Americas?

2) What was the key difference, in terms of geography, between people of the Andes and Pizarro and his men?

3) Why didn’t Atahualpa know what to do with the bible he was given?

4) From what source did killer diseases evolve? 

5) Why were the diseases so devastating to the Incas but not Europeans?

6) Under what conditions was Atahualpa allowed to remain in power and maintain his freedom?

7) Despite these conditions, what happened to Atahualpa?
8) Why did Spain have such a weapons advantage over the Incas?

9) What other areas, using its geographic advantages, did Europe conquer?

10) What three innovations helped the development of writing?
11) How did Cortes conquer Mexico?




Name______________________


Explain how each of the following helps to answer the above question

	Steel weapons
	

	Horses
	

	Infectious diseases
	

	Writing
	

	Crop Production
	


Which one factor above could you remove and the results may have remained the same? Why?

Which one factor above could you remove and the results would have changed to favor the Incas? Why?

Background: The most dramatic moment in European-Native American contact was the first encounter between the Inca emperor Atahuallpa and the Spanish conquistador Francisco Pizarro at Cajamarca in November of 1532. Atahuallpa was absolute monarch of one of the largest and most well advanced states in the New World while Pizarro represented King Charles I of Spain, one of the most powerful states in Europe. Pizarro led a hungry, disorganized group of 168 men through unfamiliar terrain, ignorant of the local inhabitants and completely out of touch with his native Spain. Atahuallpa was in the middle of his kingdom with 80,000 soldiers at his disposal, who were recently victorious against nearby Indian nations. Not only did Pizarro capture Atahuallpa, holding him ransom for 8 months, he soundly defeated the Inca Empire, erasing it from existence. How was this possible? 











