Causes and Key Events of the Chinese Civil War

I. Nationalists- GMD/KMT

A. The Guomindang (GMD), the Nationalist party was formed in 1913 and influenced heavily by the principals of 			.  

B. The GMD ruled China from a base in Nanjing from 1927-1937.  

C. Chiang Kai Shek (Jiang Jieshi) was the head of the GMD from 1928 until his death in 1975

II. Communists- CCP

A. The Chinese Communist Party was founded in 1921 in 			.

B. Based in the ideas of Marx and heavily influenced by agents of the Soviet Union.

C. The CCP was lead by			, Zhou Enlai and Chen Duxiu. 

III. The Nationalists- Ideology and Support

A. The Nationalists (GMD) party was driven by the 				of Sun Yatsen: 

Nationalism- Create a national identity

 Democracy-China should be a democratic republic

People’s Livelihood- Economic opportunity for the people

SYS believed that these would be achieved in three stages:
1. Military operations to defeat warlords
2. Political Tutelage to foster democracy amongst the people.
3. Democracy 
B. Support in China
The Nationalist were supported in the urban centers of China (Guangzhou, Shanghai, Nanjing, Etc…)

Their supporters were educated, pro-western and capitalist

Modernizing the military was a top priority for achieving the first stage and therefore the nationalists put a lot of focus on 									.
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IV. The Communists- Ideology and Support
A. Based in the ideas of			, the Chinese Communist Party was heavily influenced and directed by agents of the Soviet Comintern, whose job it was to spread communism around the world.

They sought to organize the workers of Chinese cities (the proletariat) to take control of the factors of production and the farm workers to redistribute the land ownership to make it more equal.

B. Support in China
The CCP had very little initial support in Chinese cities but their message caught on amongst intellectuals.

Later (under Mao Zedong) they adapted the ideas of Marx to appeal to Chinese peasants and their message of land reform became very popular.

V. Rise of the Nationalists
After the collapse of the Qing dynasty in 1911, it was replaced by a military dictator Yuan Shihkai.  While he pretended to support a new republic, he betrayed the republic and established a military dictatorship.

When he died 1916, China fell into chaos, known as the 			(1916-1928) where no one central power had control.

VI. The Northern Expedition and the Establishment of the Nanjing Government

During the Warlord Era the GMD’s power grew in southern China.  In 1922 it joined with the CCP to gain resources to build an army from the Soviet Union.

In 1925, SYS dies and is replaced by Chiang Kaishek.  CKS lead a combined army of GMD and CCP members on a Northern Expedition (1927) against the warlords and established a new government 			from 1928-1937.

VII. The White Terror and the Jiangxi Soviet

After successfully uniting China under GMD control, Chiang turned on the Communist and purged them from the Nationalist party.



[bookmark: _GoBack]__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Many were killed and imprisoned but those that survived made it to a small rural outpost in		 (southeast China) that was run by  (at this point minor communist) Mao Zedong.

Under the leadership of Mao and Zhu De (military commander) the CCP fought a guerrilla war against the forces of the GMD.

VIII. The Long March and the Japanese Invasion

In			, the Communist were forced to flee Jiangxi and began a year long retreat that covered 9500 kilometers and reduced the CCP from 100,000 to just over 5,000 members.

When the Japanese invaded in China in 1937, the CCP and the GMD were forced to pause fighting each other to fight the common enemy.

When the war ended in 1945, the Chinese Civil War began again.

IX. The Chinese Civil War Part 2
1946-1949

Once Japan had withdrawn from China, the GMD attacked the CCP.  They had superior training, equipment and numbers.

The Communists survived using 				and prolonging the conflict as long as possible.

In 1947 the GMD army began to weaken and the tide began to turn against the Nationalists.

In 1948, Lin Biao led the CCP army an army to take 			and in the Battle of Huaihai, destroyed the GMD army of central China.

Throughout 1949, the GMD forces retreated south until finally evacuating to Taiwan

October 1, 		, the People's Republic of China was founded.
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